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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, San Diego State University, 2007 – present. 
Postdoctoral Research, Cornell University, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 2004-2007. 
Ph.D., Cornell University, Neurobiology and Behavior, 1997-2004. 
B.S., Biology, Utah State University, 1994-1997.   

 
 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS  
Clark RW, Brown WS, Stechert R, Zamudio, KW, 2008. Integrating individual behavior and 

landscape genetics:  the population structure of timber rattlesnake hibernacula.  Molecular 
Ecology 17:719-730. 

Clark RW, 2007.  Public information for solitary foragers:  timber rattlesnakes use conspecific 
chemical cues to select ambush sites.  Behavioral Ecology 18:487-490. 

Clark RW, 2006.  Strike-induced chemosensory searching by timber rattlesnakes during natural 
predation events.  Ethology 112:1089-1094. 

Clark RW, 2006. Fixed videography to study predation behavior of an ambush foraging snake, 
Crotalus horridus.  Copeia 2006:181-187. 

Clark RW,  2005.  Pursuit-deterrent communication between prey animals and timber 
rattlesnakes (Crotalus horridus):  the response of snakes to harassment displays.  Behavioral 
Ecology and Sociobiology 59:258-261. 

Clark RW, 2004.  Feeding experience modifies the assessment of ambush sites by the timber 
rattlesnake, a sit-and-wait predator. Ethology 110, 471-483. 

Clark RW, 2004.  Kin recognition in rattlesnakes. Proceeding of the Royal Society of London 
Series B Biology Letters 271, S243ÐS245. 

Clark RW, 2004.  Timber rattlesnakes (Crotalus horridus) use chemical cues to select ambush 
sites. Journal of Chemical Ecology 30, 607-617. 

Clark RW, 2002.  Diet of the timber rattlesnake, Crotalus horridus. Journal of Herpetology 36, 
494-499. 

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
Rypien KL, Anderson J, Andras J, Clark RW, Gerrish GA, Mandel JT, Riskin DK, 2007.  
 Students unite to create State of the Planet course.  Nature 447:775. 
Clark RW, 2005.  Social lives of rattlesnakes.  Natural History, 114(2):36-42. 
Clark RW, 2005.  Chromatophores allow chameleons to change colors.  Ithaca Journal 
 January 27, 2005. 
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Sherman PW, Clark RW, 2003.  Cornell class explores insect behavior at Plantations.  
 Cornell Plantation Notes 80:2-3     
 
RESEARCH GRANTS 
2006 The Nature Conservancy, $3500 
2005 The Nature Conservancy, $5000 
2005  New York State Biodiversity Research Institute, $29,730. 
2004  Biocomplexity and Biogeochemistry Initiative Postdoctoral Research Fellowship.    
2004  Edna Bailey Sussman Environmental Internship, $2,700 
2004  Student Research Grant in Animal Behavior, Cornell University, $1,000 
2003  Sigma Xi Graduate Student Research Grant, Cornell Chapter, $552 
2003  National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, $9,986.  
2002  USDA Hatch Funds (with Kraig Adler), $18,780  
2002  Cornell University Travel Grant, $440 
2002  Sigma Xi Graduate Student Research Grant, Cornell Chapter, $600 
2001  Kieckhefer Adirondack Fellowship, $4,650 
2001  Mellon Foundation Fellowship, $400. 
2000  American Museum of Natural History Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Grant, $1,000.   
2000  Kieckhefer Adirondack Fellowship, $5,000 
1998  Sigma Xi Graduate Student Research Grant, Cornell Chapter, $300. 
1998  American Museum of Natural History Southwestern Research Station Grant, $800. 
1998  Cornell University Research Grant, $600 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Instructor: Animal Behavior, 2007. 

- Upper division lecture course in behavioral ecology 
Co-Course Coordinator:  State of the Planet, 2006-2007. 

- With other members of committee, developed and implemented this inter-disciplinary course 
designed to highlight the impending crises our society will face in the future, and how we 
might be able to best deal with them. http://www.nbb.cornell.edu/neurobio/BioNB321/ 

Head Teaching Assistant: Introduction to Neurobiology, 2004  
- Administrative duties for large lectures, organizing and leading discussion sections  

Head Teaching Assistant: Introduction to Animal Behavior, 2002  
- Administrative duties for large lectures, designing curriculum for discussion sections and 

field studies in animal behavior, leading discussion sections  
Teaching Assistant: Herpetology, 2001  

- Organizing and administering laboratory component of course 
Instructor: Writing in the Majors, Introduction to Animal Behavior, 2000  

- Developed and taught discussion-based writing course for advanced undergraduates in 
animal behavior  

Teaching Assistant: Introduction to Animal Behavior, 1998 and 1999  
- Leading undergraduate discussion sections, running A/V component of large lecture hall 

Teaching Assistant: Introduction to Biology, 1997  
- Leading undergraduate laboratory in introductory biology 
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INVITED TALKS 
2007  Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Cornell University 
2006  Department of Biology, California Polytechnic State University Pomona 
2006  Department of Biology, San Diego State University 
2006  Shawangunk Ridge Biodiversity Partnership Lecture Series, State University of New 

York, New Paltz.         
2005 Department of Biology, Queen’s University. 
2005 Muhlenberg College Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical Research and Development LCC 

Seminar Series. 
2005  New York State Outdoor Education Association, Featured Speaker.   
 
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
2007  Roads and Ecopassages Forum, Toronto Zoo, Toronto, ON, Canada. 
2006  Animal Behavior Society, Snowbird, UT. 
2006  Northeast Natural History Conference, Albany, NY. 
2005  Animal Behavior Society, Snowbird, UT. 
2005  Biology of the Rattlesnakes Symposium, Loma Linda, CA. 
2004  Animal Behavior Society, Oaxaca, Mexico. 
2004  Northeast Natural History Conference, Albany NY. 
2004  Snake Ecology Group, Carbondale, IL. 
2003  Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists, Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil. 
2002  Biennial Congress of the International Society for Behavioral Ecology, Montreal, Canada. 
2001  Joint Annual Meeting of HL and SSAR, Indianapolis, IN. 
2000  Joint Annual Meeting of ASIH, SSAR, and HL, La Paz, BCS, Mexico. 
 
ACADEMIC HONORS AND AWARDS 
2003    Delegate from Cornell University to annual meeting of Sigma Xi 
2002  Nominated for campus-wide Distinguished Teaching award, Cornell University  
2002    College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Excellence Fellowship 
2001    Outstanding Teaching Assistant, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
1996-1997 Dean's List, College of Science, Utah State University 
1996    Richard J. Shaw Scholarship, Dept. of Biology, Utah State University 
1995-1996 Howard Hughes Undergraduate Research Fellowship, Utah State University 
1994-1995 Honors at Entrance Scholarship, Utah State University 
  
ACADEMIC AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Reviewer: 

- American Midland Naturalist 
- Animal Behaviour 
- Biology of the Rattlesnakes (book proposal) 
- Behavioral Ecology 
- Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 
- Canadian Journal of Zoology 
- Copeia 
- Herpetologica 
- Herpetological Review 
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- NSF International Research Fellowship Program 
- Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 

Committee member:  
- State of the Planet Course Development Committee, 2005-2006.  Committee of Cornell 

students and faculty led by Tom Eisner, with the goal of developing a comprehensive, 
interdisciplinary course on the future of our world. 

- Introductory Biology Search Committee, Spring 2004.  Graduate student representative on 
search committee for hiring new course director of introductory biology laboratories at 
Cornell University. 

- Vice President of Dept. Neurobiology and Behavior Graduate Student Body, 2001 - 2002.   
Guided nature walks:  

- Fingerlakes Land Trust, Ithaca NY, July 2005, August 2004.  Led interested citizens on a 
guided walk of Steege Hill Nature Preserve to view timber rattlesnakes in their natural 
habitat. 

Guest columnist:  
- The Ithaca Journal, Ithaca NY, January 27, 2005.  Wrote guest column for “Ask a Scientist” 

feature. 
Guest speaker:  

- Field Ecology, University of Notre Dame 2007 
- Herpetology, Cornell University 2007 
- Corning Rotary Club, July 2006 
- Downsville Middle School, October 2006 
- Cornell Wildlife Society, November 2005 
- Tanglewood Nature Center, Elmira NY, April 2004, April 2003.  
- Cayuga Trails Club, Ithaca NY, January 2004.   
- Introduction to Field Biology Cornell University, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006.  
- Cornell Herpetological Society, September 2001.   
- Cornell Ethology and Animal Behavior Club, September 2001.   
- Cornell Exotics Club, Ithaca NY, August 2001.   
- Ovid High School, Ovid NY, October 1999 
- Cayuga Elementary School, Ithaca NY, September 1999 

 
INTERACTIONS WITH POPULAR MEDIA 
2006  Scientific consultant for British Broadcasting Company for filming predation behavior of       
 timber rattlesnakes for the film series David Attenborough’s Life in Cold Blood.   
2005  When a chipmunk teases a rattlesnake, S. Milius in Science News, Vol. 168, No. 9. 
2005  Snake sociology, Cassie Wyss, Earthwatch Radio, 02-03-05.  
2004  The social lives of snakes, S. Milius, in Science News, Vol. 165, No. 13. 
2004  Rattlesnakes show strong family bonds, J. Owens, in National Geographic News, 02-23-04 
2004  Snakes’ family values, C. Choi, in Science Now, 02-17-04. 
2004  Snakes are social, family loving, J. Viegas, in Discovery.com, 02-16-04. 
2004  Rattlesnakes’ rich social lives, P. Rincon, in BBC News Online 02-11-04. 
2004  Social reptiles, in Der Spiegel Online, 0-11-04. 
2003  Cornell student hopes to change perceptions about Southern Tier rattlesnakes, J. Pfiffer, in 
 Elmira Star-Gazette, 08-22-03. 
2002  The fraternal order of the snakebite, R. Scheiman, in The Land Steward Vol. 14 No. 4. 
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