
The 30-UNIT PROGRAM OF STUDY* 
 
REQUIREMENTS 

Completion of at least 12 of units before you can file your POS 
At least 15 units of 600-700 level courses including 797 and 799A 
No more than 9 units of credit/no credit courses (e.g. 797, 799A, and others) 
No more than 6 units of courses numbered 797 and 798 will be accepted (For 

CMB students this is only 3 units because of the requirement to take 3 units of 
Bio 601 and for Microbiology students only 5 units because of the requirement 
to take at least 1 unit of Bio 601.) 

No courses below the 500 level 
No course with a grade less than C 
GPA for POS courses must be at least 3.0. 
 

TYPICAL PROGRAMS 
 
CMB Molecular Biology and Physiology 

Course               Units 
Research (Biol 797)       3 
Thesis Proposal (Biol 600)      3 
Thesis (Biol 799A)       3 
M Biol 610 (Fall and Spring)      6 
M Biol 601 (3 semesters)       3 
Other graded courses                12 
TOTAL                  30 
 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
Course               Units 
Research (Biol 797)       6 
Thesis (Biol 799A)       3 
Other graded courses                21 
TOTAL                  30 
 

Microbiology 
Course               Units 
Research (Biol 797)       3 
Thesis Proposal (Biol 600)      3 
Thesis (Biol 799A)       3 
M Biol 610 (Fall)        3 
Biol 549 (Micro Gen and Phys)      3 
MB 600B (Microbio Journal Club)     2  
M Biol 601 (1 semester)       1 
Other graded courses                12 
TOTAL                  30 
 

*Up to 31 units are allowed. 
 


